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Evaluation of Preliminary Exam Performance
Structure of the exam: Students are required to give a 20-minute uninterrupted oral presentation of their research proposal to the committee then respond to questions. The major advisor does not participate in the question period except as requested by other committee members, and then only provides brief points of clarification.  Process for evaluation of prelim: After the student leaves the room each committee member completes their own evaluation and passes the complete form to the committee chair before the committee discusses the student’s performance.  The committee chair fills out the overall evaluation form in a manner that reflects committee consensus.  The student is called back to the room, and the committee discusses their performance. Evaluation forms will be shared with students after the Overall Evaluation Form is submitted to N&M’s Graduate Program Manager.

Student name: ______________________________
Committee member completing this form: __________________________________________

A. Quality of Written Proposal (complete prior to exam)
	1. Knowledge and presentation of material
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate

	2. Statement and purpose of hypotheses
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate

	3. Experimental design and planned analysis of data
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate

	4. Research protocol and methodology
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate



B. Defense of Proposed Research
	1. Clarity of oral presentation
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate

	2. Ability to answer questions
	Excellent
	Very good
	Satisfactory
	Marginal
	Inadequate



C. Overall Evaluation of Written and Oral Defense
Circle the score that you feel accurately reflects the overall quality of the written proposal and its oral defense. Equal weight should be given to sections A and B. Student must have a total score of 15 out of 25 possible points (if 5 committee members), or 12 out of 20 possible points (if 4 committee members).
	5 = Excellent
	4 = Very good
	3 = Satisfactory
	2 = Marginal
	1 = Inadequate



D. Likelihood of completing in 4 years and any issues related to the student’s performance:




 
E. Additional comments:


Committee member signature ___________________________________________________  Date ________________________
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